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Our Aim 

To provide a safe and well managed highway network, secure  
infrastructure improvements and support local economic growth.

Countryside Access was part of Regulatory Services 2018-19 and 
delivered numerous programmes of work to maintain and improve 
access to the countryside in Cumbria.

Most of our work concentrates on the statutory duty of the Highway  
Authority to ensure public rights of way are in a safe and usable 
condition, through the physical maintenance on the ground and 
also the maintenance of the legal record; the definitive and  
statement.

Other areas of work seek to develop and improve the public rights 
of way network in Cumbria through working with partners to attract 
third party funding to make this possible.
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Cumbria County Council manage the public rights of way in Cumbria as the Highway 
Authority. The area outside the national parks is managed directly by the Council, while 
both national parks maintain their own rights of way under agency agreements with the 
County Council.

The management outside the national parks is delivered through a number of works 
programmes run by Countryside Access.

Programmes of Work
Maintenance and survey - The 3814km of rights of way we manage in Cumbria are 
surveyed on a six year rolling programme along with the Open Access areas [mountain, 
moor, heath and registered commons].

Rights of Way Improvements - We deliver a programme of improvements to the 
network by working with parishes, user groups, District Councils, CCC members and 
landowners to attract additional third party funding.

Flood Recovery - Post Storm Desmond we have been working to address the damaged  
caused to the network.

Major Structures - We inspect all major structures on public rights of way throughout 
Cumbria on a six year cycle of inspection.

Coastal Access - We are working with Natural England to deliver the new national trail, 
the ‘England Coast Path’ along the coast of Cumbria from Silverdale to Gretna.

National Trails - We manage two national trails, the Hadrian’s Wall Path and the Pennine  
Way in partnership with Northumberland and the Yorkshire Dales National Parks.

Enquires - Reports of problems forwarded by the public, parishes, etc listed on a priority  
scored spreadsheet.

Definitive Map & Statement - Our duty under the Highways Act is to ensure that the 
definitive map and statement are kept up to date.
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Summary of Countryside Access work in the 2018/19 period
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ROWIP projects
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Raised through  
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of funding from 
Natural England 
for the England 

Coast Path

 £123k
Claimed from the Rural 

Payments Agency 
Funding towards  
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orders processed

 14
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Countryside Access works programmes 
2018-2019
The Maintenance and Survey programme was due to address 28 parishes in 2018/19 
but owing to work loads on other programmes 18 were surveyed in full and a further 6 
were part surveyed. The outstanding work will be rolled over into the 2019-20  
programme.

The survey looks at all the asset along the routes; gates, stiles, bridges, surface  
condition, undergrowth and signage. This serves to provide information for maintenance,  
grass cutting and to assess the risk to users.

Last years pilot programme of spraying paths proved very effective and good value for 
money, so the programme will be expanded, mostly in urban areas in 2019/20.

Flood Recovery programme, the work funded by the Rural Payments Agency [RPA] is 
now completed. This has resulted in 11 new bridges being constructed, 21 paths being 
reconstructed and 11 river bank repairs. The total claim of £499k has now been paid by 
the RPA.

However, this still leaves circa £750k of flood works outstanding. Apart from the RPA 
work other flood related works have been addressed through our bridges programme.

Before and after pictures of the flood recovery works in Cockermouth where the surface had been 
washed off the footpath.

Rights of Way Improvements [ROWIP] is one of our most successful programmes of 
work which delivers what people and communities want, and attracts third party funding 
to improve the network. 2018-19 saw fifteen projects undertaken, ranging from  
resurfacing works funded through 106 planning gain to smaller schemes such as  
installing new gates to improve access levels, match funded by parish councils.

In all, £63,000 was attracted in 2018/19 to the programme with a further £8,500 raised 
through in kind contributions from the 96 volunteers that make the ROWIP possible.

The Definitive Map and Statement - 2018-19 programme
 Dealing with 14 footpath orders, which alter the alignment of public rights of way.
 39 temporary closure orders, so events or works can take place on routes without 
endangering the users.

 Two public inquiries where objections were raised against orders and the case is 
referred to the planning inspectorate.

As there are standard charges for this work it has generated £15,000 towards the unit 
budget.
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Major Structures - the programme covers inspection, design and installation of mainly 
bridges, but also covers the design of civil engineering solution for landslips and river 
bank erosion. This year, twenty-three bridges were designed, repaired and built in  
Cumbria including the refurbishment of Willowford Bridge near Gilsland.

The bridge had been designed to have steps on it but this resulted in numerous trip 
complaints so the refurbishment, designed by countryside access did away with the 
steps and incorporated a non-slip finish on the new decking.

The completed Willowford Bridge refurbishment.

Coastal Access - 2018-19 has seen progress on three of the four remaining sections of 
the England Coast Path. We have continued establishing Stretch Two from Whitehaven  
to Silecroft, progressed the establishment on Stretch Four Walney Island, Stretch three 
Allonby to Gretna is still awaiting the result of a public inquiry and on Stretch five Silecroft  
to Silverdale we are sharing our local experience with Natural England to establish the 
new alignment. This section has been stalled owing to Natural England having to carry 
out an environmental impact assessment prior to any establishment report being  
produced for the Secretary of State.

All this work was 100% funded by a grant totalling £123,000 from Natural England, this 
cover all of the staff time as well as works on the ground.

National Trails - On the Pennine Way we continued to carry out our annual maintenance  
with a 75% grant for £5,800 from the lead partner, the Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority. The works this year included new gates and an improved stone surface on 
the Dufton section of the route, not only improving the route for long distance walkers 
but also benefiting the health and wellbeing of the local community.

The work on the Hadrian’s Wall path has progressed this year with two bridges to the 
West of Carlisle being refurbished. We have also installed a new access gate onto 
Burgh Marsh. This work was made possible by a grant from the Hadrian’s Wall Path 
Partnership and funded through the Northumberland National Park Authority.
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Before and after pictures of the new surfacing on the Pennine Way at Dufton. 

Enquiries List - 2017-18 has seen 216 enquiries recorded with 43 of these being  
addressed directly. Other works will be covered under this years maintenance  
programme. Currently however, there are 1209 outstanding enquiries waiting to be 
addressed on the enquiries system. This is similar to last years number of outstanding 
enquiries and most of them are far from straight forward issue and will take significant
officer time to resolve.

Conclusion
2018-19 has seen the completion of the Rural Payments Agency flood fund works. 
These works have been 100% funded by an RDPE grant and has seen the  
countryside team designing, tendering, managing contracts and finances in the 
flood hit areas. Keeping these works in house and delivering them through local 
contractors has resulted in making the most of the funds available.

As usual the ROWIP has been a successful programme of works, attracting  
funding, volunteers and delivering improvements to the rights of way network.

The England Coast Path works have continued to progress along the coast of 
Cumbria.

Parish Survey, not completing the full parish survey was due to staffing being  
committed on other projects. The short fall should now be addressed in the coming  
year with the assistance of the Highways apprentice scheme.

The definitive map work, countryside staff have developed a new priority system 
for addressing the back log of cases and this year has seen a reduction of 63% in 
outstanding application, well within the unit plan target of 30%.

The enquiry list is reasonably stable but would need an additional staff resource to 
address the older outstanding cases.
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